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rawing from the architecture of the Spanish colonial home, Debbile Gliksman

of Urban Oasis Landscapa Design tranaformed a watar-demanding grass

lswm Into & sustainable Mediterranean garden for this residence in Culver
City, California.

A traditional Mediterranean garden design has a few distinctive characteristics
Usually centerad around awater feature like a sculptural or tlled fountain, this style
of garden also makes use of ample terra-cotta or potted plants, drought-tolerant
succulents and ornameantals, topiaries. colorful tle work—usually painted or in a
graphic Moorigh style—and a pabbled or gravel floor to reduce overall water usage
in the style’s natlve arid climate,

Gliksman updated this classic garden design style with a few smart and cost-
eflfective edits to make this residential home feel modern and welcoming. In place of
the traditional water feature, Gliksman centered the garden around a claasic Moorish
guatrefoll planter, creating a focal point for the space. Replacing traditional painted
tiles, concrete pavers radiate out from the plantar, lending the space an updated,
monolithic, and modern feel, while al the same time reducing costs. “The pavers
are also a budget item,” Gliksman explained to Gardenista, “but together these two
elements have quite an impact.” Two large potted kumguat trees that frame the plate
glass window complete the architectural triad

For plant life, Glikesman sought color and texture in her selection of
Mediterranean and California-native planta. Pride of Madeira, Peruvian lilles, Franch
and Spaniah lavenders, golden breath of heaven, moonshineg yarrow, blanket flower.,
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stiver carpet, and myriad roses are enclosed by an informal low hedge of germander,

Crapa myrtle and burgundy-leaved Caribbean copper plants were stationed at each
corner of the garden 1o further delineate the space. "We wanted to craft a sense
of entry and enclosure while maintaining a degree of openness (o the neighbors,
oraating an exuberant garden that they could enjoy and share with the community,”
Gliksman told Gardenista.

Reducing the overall carbon footprint and the water bill were also at the
top of the homeowner'’s requests for the garden. Gliksman, who specializes in the
watershed mathod of gardening, used California climate-friendly and droughi-
resistant plants to reduce the overall waler load of the garden. She also incorporated
decomposad granite o further reduce water use

“Using a permeable ground surface is good for your garden and for the
environment, as It allows rainwater 1o filler into the water Lable instead of out Inta
the street” she explains. “In a balanced watershed, rainwater passes through plants
and healthy living soil before moving into our local waterways or going back into the
sky to form clouds. With the proper practices, every garden can function as a minl-
watershed: sequestering atmospheric carbon, preventing water and alr pollution,
restoring the water and life of the soll, and attracting essential life into the garden.”

To create a Mediterranean garden of your own, Gliksman offered this advice:
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“Don’'t be afrald of color, but make sure that you have a planned color palette. This
garden uses a lol of purples and oranges, which are complementary ocolors (opposite
each other on the color wheel). Another thing to keep in mind is including a variety
of follage textures to balance everything out. For example, you wouldn't want all
the plants to have strappy leaves. It's nice (0 balance diffarently sized and textured
folinge. You also want to create a rhythm with plant sizes (o keep drawing the eve
around the space. Lagl but not least, leave soma negative space so the eve has a
place to rest. We always [lke to leave areas with elther low-growing plants or soms
inorganlc surfaces.” With Gliksman's simple advice, you're one step closer to the
Moediterranean,
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GARDEM TYPOLOGY
Maditerranean garcen
SITE

L2S0 sq. M [116m*)
CLIMATE

femperate
HARDINESS ZONE
LS0a 10
ORIENTATION
Sauth-Eaat
SUNLIGHT EXPOSURE
Full gun

DESIGN BUDGET
$5.500 (ES.00M
MAINTENANCE TIME

1-5 hour s per weeid
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Two large distressed Carsmic
conteinerg planted with kemaguat
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